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WELCOME TO THE LEATHERHEAD COMMUNITY ASSICIATION 
The Institute, 67 High Street, Leatherhead, KT22 8AH 

 
Telephone: 01372 360508            Website: www.leatherheadca.org.uk 

The Office is open weekday mornings from 9.30am to 12.30pm. 
 
LCA Coordinator, Amy Rieley : LCA1@leatherheadca.org.uk 
LCA Administrator, Ruth Bates: LCA2@leatherheadca.org.uk 
LCA Chairman, Fran Fleming: LCAChair@leatherheadca.org.uk 
 
MEMBERSHIP  
LCA Membership is renewable annually on 1 April; new subscriptions paid 
after 1 January in one year run to 31 March the following year.   
Membership includes activities, events and visits, use of the free Kirby 
Lending Library, WiFi throughout the building (password from the office) 
and three Newsletters during the year. 
 
For current members, a renewal form will be sent to you on the 1 March 
for completion and return. It would be very much appreciated if you would 
respond promptly. 
  

 LCA Newsletter No 196      
January, February, March, April 2022 



3 

CONTENTS 

 

Message from the Chairman   pg 4 

Thank you to Drusilla  pg 4 

June Robinson – President  pg 5 

New Caretakers  pg 5 

Library update  pg 6 

Banking  pg 7 

Reports from recent activities   pg 8 

Upcoming LCA Groups   pg 10 

Regular activities   pg 11 

New this newsletter  pg 13 

Concerts  pg 14 

Walks  pg 15 

Visits with independent travel  pg 18 

Friday Talks  pg 21 

Art History Lectures  pg 23 

Opportunities from our hirers  pg 25 

Local news update  pg 27 

  

 

 

 

Copy Deadline for the next issue 
Issue 197- May, June, July, August 2022 

Copy 18 March 2022 

 

Issue 198– September, October, November, December 2022 

Copy 15 July 2022 



4 

MESSAGE FROM THE CHAIRMAN 
 

December 2021 
 

The Trustees together with Ruth and Amy send our best wishes for a safe 
and peaceful 2022 to all our members and we thank our dedicated volun-
teers who support the LCA in so many ways. 
 
Enjoy browsing this latest Newsletter with visits and talks which hopefully 
will be of interest. Remember to drop in to the Kirby Library on the first  
Saturday of the month for a coffee and catch up, bring a friend, everyone is 
welcome.                     

 

Fran 

THANK YOU TO DRUSILLA  
 
Drusilla Attwood, for a short period in 2011/2012 a Trustee, and then  
Assistant Administrator moved to be near her family in Autumn 2012. Since 
then she has edited our Newsletter from Swindon and we could not have 
managed without her enthusiasm and dedication. 
 
Drusilla is now stepping down as, with the arrival of Amy, at last the  
Newsletter can be edited ‘in house’. 
 
On behalf of all past and present Trustees, I thank Drusilla to whom we owe 
a great debt of gratitude. I am pleased to say she is going to join us in 
Leatherhead on 10 December for a ‘Victorian Christmas’.  
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WELCOME TO OUR NEW CARETAKER 
 
Graham Thorburn, the new Leatherhead Institute  
Caretaker, started in August and has settled in well . I’m 
sure that some of you will have met him already.  
 
We also have a new Relief Caretaker– Mike Pidgen who 
will be looking after the building during Saturday  
afternoon, Sunday and covering Graham’s holidays.  

JUNE ROBINSON – PRESIDENT 
 
The previous Newsletter carried a farewell message from June as she retired 
from Chairmanship of the LCA in which she wrote that she was honoured to 
be offered the Presidency of the LCA.  Only those few members who were 
able to attend the AGM at the end of July will have heard the tribute which 
accompanied that offer. 
 
In offering June the post of President, Council sought to recognise 11 years 
of a remarkable contribution to the LCA and the benefit we had received 
from her unstinting and dynamic leadership.  The drive, imagination and 
network of contacts she brought into our affairs resulted in the  
reorganisation and upgrading of our rooms in the Institute, an increased 
range of membership activities and well-ordered management of the  
charity, for the enjoyment of members and hirers alike.  

 

 
It would be disingenuous not to admit a degree of self
-interest in the hope that June would be encouraged 
as President to continue to volunteer in some  
measure in future; as you may read in this Newsletter 
there is very good evidence of this hope being  
fulfilled! 
 
June has sent this photo of the water feature she has 
bought for her garden with the monetary gift LCA 
members gave her on her retirement as Chairman in 
July.  The series of Friday Talks she has organized 
starts on 7 January (Details on page 20). 
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THE KIRBY LIBRARY 
James Falkner 
 
The Kirby library is situated on the ground floor of the Institute and is the 
first room on the left as you enter the building. The Trustees are  
concerned that this most pleasant and welcoming setting is underused 
and are keen to make more people aware of it and what it provides.  
  
The library is open weekday mornings from 9.30am to 12.30pm and has 
tables and comfortable chairs where members and their guests can meet 
to chat, or just sit and browse through the collection of books and DVDs.  
A selection of hot drinks is available from the ground floor kitchen, with 
milk in the fridge. Members and visitors are asked to donate 50p in the 
‘honesty’ box per drink. 
 
The free lending library houses some 1600 books and over 350 DVDs. The 
books, both hardback and paperback, are colour coded and displayed in a 
number of different categories, fiction and non-fiction, crime and detec-
tion, biography, arts, reference, and there are some large print books.  
There is also a small children’s section.  Items borrowed are recorded in 
the folder kept on the windowsill for that purpose.  There is no limit 
(within reason!) on the number of books taken out at a time nor how long 
they are kept. 
 
The library is used for regular gatherings including a monthly music group 
and a book group.  On the first Saturday of each month LCA tea/coffee 
mornings are hosted by Hilary Porter in the library.  These are an oppor-
tunity for everyone to meet old or make new friends. Hilary will have ap-
plication forms for any newcomers who would like to join the LCA. The 
next coffee morning will be at 10am on Saturday 8 January. 
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BANKING 
David Hanson 
 
I’m sure members will have noticed that sweeping changes in the banking 
landscape have reached Leatherhead. Barclays and Santander closed their 
branches in 2021 and Lloyds will close in March 2022. HSBC, where the 
LCA banks, remains open but no longer provides counter service and has 
introduced charges for charity accounts. 
 
A national trend has seen the introduction of card reader terminals almost 
everywhere, which are now allowed to take ‘cashless’ payments of up to 
£100. The use of cash and cheques has fallen dramatically. What does all 
this mean at the LCA? 
 
For our larger receipts, for hirings and for member activities such as 
Outings and Concerts we will be encouraging the existing trend towards 
online payment by BACS. You will see on booking forms, and hiring invoic-
es, that this will be shown as the preferred method of payment. We will 
continue to accept cheques or cash, notes but not coins (see below), but 
expect this choice to reduce. 
 
For smaller receipts, such as membership subscriptions, car park fees and 
many member events in the Institute, we remain happy to take payments 
by BACS, or in notes, or via the card reader terminal now in use in the 
office. Given the wide use of such terminals, we feel this is a natural devel-
opment.  
 
Why not coins? The HSBC branch in Leatherhead no longer accepts coins 
and it is not alone in this. We can pay coins in via the Post Office, but only 
in full bags e.g. 20 x £1 coins. (We know some coins will continue to be 
received, for example via the Honesty Box in the kitchen, but hope to 
keep this to a minimum.) 
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GWEN HOAD - RECORDED MUSIC COLLECTION 
Jan and Ron Heasman - Recorded Music Group organisers 
 
Upon Gwen Hoad's death, the LCA were fortunate to receive the generous 
gift of Gwen’s extensive CD and Vinyl record collection.  Initially, the  
collection was made available to members of the Recorded Music Group 
and subsequently to LCA members and those attending the Institute  
during the Heritage weekend. We are pleased to report that a total of 
£550 in donations was raised and this sum has been divided equally  
between the LCA and the Princess Alice Hospice in accordance with 
Gwen's wishes. 
 
Grateful thanks to Amy, LCA Coordinator, Graham, LI Caretaker, and also 
to David Bishop of the Recorded Music Group, without whose invaluable 
assistance this task could not have been successfully completed. 

 
 

MACMILLAN COFFEE MORNING 
Amy Rieley– LCA Coordinator 
 
Thank you to everybody who supported our Macmillan Coffee Morning in 
September. It was lovely to have the library so full and we raised £184.20 
for a well deserving cause. 

REPORTS FROM RECENT ACTIVITIES 
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SOMERSET AWAY-BREAK 
Bernard Salsbury 
 
Nineteen members of the LCA enjoyed a wonderful three-day break to  
Somerset in late September. 
 
En-route we had a most enjoyable visit to Lacock Abbey, founded in 1232, a 
fascinating museum of photography and much filmed village, little changed 
over 200 years. All belonging to the National Trust. 
 
The middle day morning was a visit to Stourhead, where we were delighted 
to catch up with Sarah Hickson, the former LCA administrator before her 
move to the West Country. A good chance to stretch our legs. The afternoon 
was a guided tour of the magnificent Wells Cathedral set in that delightful 
City. 
 
The final day en-route home, took us first for a short visit to Clevedon Pier, 
which according to John Betjeman is “the most beautiful in England”. We 
then went on for a visit and lunch break at Tyntesfield, a near complete  
Victorian country house and estate. An unusual feature was the NT  
restaurant where we lunched in former individual stables! 
 
An excellent driver brought us tired but happy back to Leatherhead, with 
grateful thanks to our President, June Robinson, who organised this  
excellent break. 
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A NOTE FROM THE LCA COORDINATOR 
Amy Rieley 
 
Welcome to the section of the newsletter advertising upcoming events. If 
you would like any further details on any events, please get in touch.  
 
Booking forms for all the events will be available from the Institute or on 
our website.  
 
We keep the High Street notice board up to date with activities happening     
during the week and coming soon, so do have a look when passing.  
 
January will be starting with a bang as June Robinson’s new series of Friday 
Talks begins on 7 January with a talk on Romany Life. As an LCA member, 
you can book tickets for all four talks in the series for only £10. See page 20 
for more information. 
 
In February the Letherhead Institute will be celebrating 130 years since the 
memorial stone was laid. We will be marking the occasion with a special 
Coffee Morning on 10 February in the Kirby Library. Please do pop in and 
have a slice of cake with us. 
 
We are also hoping to assist those of you who help out looking after  
children during the school holiday (we know there are a lot!). We are going 
to be launching a Children’s classic film afternoon. For more details see page 
13. 
 
I would love to hear from you if you have any ideas for events either regular 
weekly, monthly groups or one off occasions.  
 

Amy 

UPCOMING LCA GROUPS 



11 

RECORDED MUSIC AFTERNOONS 
Jan and Ron Heasman 
 
The Music Group meets in the Library at 2pm on the third Wednesday of 
each month. 
 
19 January - Jan and Ron Heasman: A Quiz followed by Into the Unknown 
Region 
16 February - Pam Barton - Musical Memories 
16 March - Robert Blows - Talking about Music 
20 April - Ron Heasman - Music for Strings 

BOOK CLUB 
Kathy Bucknall 
 
The book club meet in the Kirby Library on the first Thursday of the month 
at 7pm.  
 
Our first meeting after Christmas will be on 3 February. During the  
Christmas break, there is no set text so we will meet to discuss books we 
read during this time. 
 
Recent books enjoyed have included The Music Shop by Rachel Joyce, Crow 
Lake by Mary Lawson and One August Night by Victoria Hislop. 

CLASSICAL GUITAR FOR BEGINNERS 
Terry Parfett 
 
The sessions are aimed at beginners who have a classical guitar, but do not 
quite know what to do with it - all you need is a guitar and some  
enthusiasm!!! 
 
Informal and friendly sessions make it fun while learning to play - a great 
way to learn finger style and to read music!  
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TABLE TENNIS & SNOOKER 
David Lamb 
 
From January 2022, games will now take place on Tuesday afternoons from 
2pm to 4pm. 
 
Table Tennis and quarter size snooker table. £2 admission for members and 
£3 for non members. Tea and biscuits are included.  
All welcome. 

SATURDAY LCA COFFEE MORNING 
Hilary Porter 
 
The Kirby Library will be open to everyone for tea/coffee and to meet old or 
make new friends on the first Saturday morning of each month from 10am 
to 11.30am.  The lending Library will be available for Members and applica-
tion forms on hand for any newcomers who would like to join the LCA. 
 
8 January 
5 February 
5 March 
2 April 

LCA VISITS 2022 
Janet Stokoe 
 
I am aiming to start the visits with coach travel 
in the spring of next year. 
 
I have some places in mind. If anyone has any 
ideas or requests please let me know. 
 
All ideas gratefully received. 
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LETHERHEAD INSTITUTE BIRTHDAY PARTY 
 
10 February 2022 will mark the 130 years since the 
memorial stone was laid for the Letherhead Insti-
tute by Letitia and Winifred Dixon, the daughters of 
Abraham Dixon.  
 
To mark the occasion, we will be having a special 
Birthday Coffee morning in the Kirby Library from 
10am.  
 
It would be lovely to see you there. 

WEDNESDAY FAMILY FILMS IN THE HOLIDAYS 
Meredith Shiers 
 
To make the most of the brand new projector, the Abraham Dixon Hall will 
be turned into a cinema.  
 
On 16 February and 6 April,  we are going to be showing a classic children's 
film at 2pm.  Tickets will be £3 each and snacks will be available to buy on 
the day.  
 
Keep an eye out to find out what will be shown.   
 

NEW THIS NEWSLETTER 
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CONCERTS 
David Hanson 
 
 
Three concerts to open our 2022 season, all at The Royal Festival Hall, 
with independent travel on each occasion. 
 

Saturday 26 February at 7.30pm 
From Russia with Love 
Prokofiev’s Violin Concerto No 2  
Heartfelt melody and sparking wit played by Daniel Lozakovich, the award
-winning young star from Sweden. 

Rachmaninoff’s Symphony No 2 
Perhaps the most romantic symphony ever written, with storm-swept vis-
tas and a blissful love song of a slow movement. 
 

Wednesday 23 March at 7.30pm 
Britten’s Young Person’s Guide to the Orchestra 
A showcase for the talents of the RPO’s musicians. 

Shostakovich Cello Concerto No 1 
Seen as one of the most challenging works for the instrument. 

Walton Symphony No 1 
Written when Walton was just 33 and instantly recognised as a master-
piece, it reminds us of the hope that great music provides. 
 

Tuesday 26 April at 7.30pm 
Coleridge-Taylor Overture to The Song of Hiawatha 
An expansive Overture which will remind us of the talents of this less well 

known composer.  
Beethoven Piano Concerto No 5, ‘Emperor’ 
A majestic masterpiece, which remains the composer’s best-known and 
most frequently performed piano concerto. 

Vaughan Williams A London Symphony 
Written in the shadow of the impending Great War but inspiring hope for 
a brighter future. 
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WALKS  
Peter Humphreys 
 
 
The walks take place on Wednesday morning at 10am from the specified 
meeting place. They are designed to be gentle and jolly; at modest pace, 
with few stiles, and easy gradients.  
 
The first walk of the month is a “short” walk; 3-4 miles, lasting about 2 
hours, The second walk of the month is usually a “longer” walk; 4-6 miles 
incorporating a lunch or picnic break, but we usually adjourn for a snack 
after the short walks too.  
 
In 2022 we shall also be undertaking some shorter local walks, lasting 
about 1-1.5 hours ( approx. 1.2 – 2.0 miles) In this update, the walk on the 
6 April is a shorter walk. 
 
Courtesy calls, to tell the leader beforehand that you are coming, are very 
helpful. Lifts are often available. Telephone the WALK LEADER if you want 
one, or if you have any queries. 
 
Non-members of the LCA are welcome to all these events. Your first walk 
is free–of-charge. There will be a £3 charge for each subsequent walk.  
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                      

2 FEBRUARY- Short Walk 
Bury Hill, the Nower and North Holmwood 
Lovely circular walk along Milton Brook, and passing two lakes to  
Chadhurst Farm, then mainly paddocks and farmland. Some fine sweeping 
views. 
Easy and undulating. One stile.  Can be muddy after heavy rain. 
Meet at Milton Heath and The Nower car park, RH4 3EE. This lies off the 
A25 on the  Dorking to Guildford road.  Shortly after leaving Dorking, turn 
left at the brown sign  for "Bury Hills Fisheries" (on the right hand side of 
the road). 
Follow the lane deep into the big car park on the left. 
 
Leader    Irene Gawne  07906 363729 
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9 FEBRUARY- Long Walk 
Reigate Heath Eight 
Lovely figure of eight walk through the woods and heathland; then to  
Priory Park after lunch. [optional] 
 
Meet at the first Heath car park, I mile west of the town centre, just past 
the cricket ground. It is on the minor road from Reigate to Leigh, just 
south of the A25, on the west side of Reigate.  
Lunch at the Skimmington Castle, Reigate Heath. 
 
Leader   Peter Humphreys 01372 378347 
 

2 MARCH- Short walk 
Parkgate and Hammonds Cross, near Newdigate 
Interesting field and woodland walk, passing the former firework factory 
site. Hammonds Copse is a delightful ancient wood, managed by the 
Woodland Trust . 
 
Meet at the car park of the Surrey Oaks Inn, about 1 mile north of  
Newdigate Village on the Rusper Road. Take the A25 from Dorking  
towards Redhill, but turn right for Brockham village. Stay on this road  
heading south till you come to a T junction at Shellwood Cross. Turn right 
for Newdigate, then right again at the next T junction. The pub is 200m 
away on the right. 
Refreshments at the Surrey Oaks Inn. 
 
Leader   Peter Humphreys 01372 378347 
 

9 MARCH- Long walk 
Effingham and Hatchlands; East Clandon and West Horsley,  
Enjoyable circular walk of approximately 5 miles through woods, fields 
and parkland in the Surrey Hills.  The walk goes through Sheepleas, Wix 
Hill, East Clandon, Hatchlands and West Horsley with views of West  
Horsley Place. 
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Meet at the public car park at the rear of St Mary’s Church West Horsley 
KT24 6AP which is on the left of the A246 coming from Leatherhead on 
the way to Guildford.  The church is a short distance after negotiating the 
double bends by Thatchers Hotel and adjacent petrol station. 
Lunch at the King William IV, West Horsley. 
  
Leader  Michael Davies 01372 459031 

 
6 APRIL- Shorter Walk 
Headley Warren  and Mickleham Gallops 
An old favourite. A short walk (approx. 1.2 – 2.0 miles) through the  
bluebells, past Headley Warren SSSI, onto the broad open space that is  
Mickleham Gallops where Viper’s Bugloss hogs the stage. If you are lucky 
you will walk part of Roman Stane Street and see Cherkley Court. 
Take Reigate Road [going east] out of Leatherhead, crossing the by-pass 
on to the Headley Road.  Meet at the small car park opposite the main 
Nower Wood entrance, on the brow of the hill. Please share cars as there 
is only space for about 8 parked cars.  
 
Leader  Alan Holland  01372 279442 
 

13 APRIL- Long Walk 
Rusper, Lambs Green 
Exciting field and woodland valley walk, including a bluebell wood and 
nunnery, in the heart of the Weald.  
Meet at Rusper Church car park, just northwest of the village centre. It is 
on the minor road to Newdigate, on the west side of Gatwick Airport. 
Lunch at the Lamb Inn, Lambs Green. 
 
Leader   Peter Humphreys 01372 378347 
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VICTORIAN WESTMINSTER WALK WITH IAN BEVAN  
Wednesday 16 March  
Irene Gawne 
 
To many people "Westminster" means its prominent political and royal 
institutions but there is another darker side to Westminster. 
 In the shadow of its iconic buildings was one of the worst slums in London 
- the Devil's Acre. This walk takes you through some of the contrasting 
byways around Victoria and Westminster. Starting from Victoria Station 
the walk ends at Westminster Abbey. 
 
Catch the 9.44am train from Leatherhead to Victoria then meet at  
Starbucks Platform 2. 
 
Cost: £11 per person.  

SPENCER HOUSE TOUR  
Monday 28 February 
Irene Gawne 
 
Spencer House was built by the first Earl Spencer in 1756 and belongs to 
Princess Diana's family. This is a rare gem which survived WWll bombing 
mostly intact whilst the two buildings on either side were  
destroyed.  Much of the fittings, doors and windows were removed to 
preserve them from damage during the wars and a restoration was  
carried out in 1982 with great authenticity by Lord Rothschild who leased 
the house from the Spencers. The beautiful opulent interiors are matched 
by the furniture and artwork displayed. 
 
The private guided tour lasting 1 hour will also reveal much fascinating 
Spencer family history 
 
Cost: £12.50 per person.  

VISITS WITH INDEPENDENT TRAVEL 
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VISIT TO THE GRANGE, BOOKHAM 
Monday, 4 April at 2pm – 4pm 
June Robinson 
 
Following our joining their Christmas concert at the Yehudi Menuhin Hall, 
we have arranged a visit to The Grange to view the new Heritage Room and 
learn about the work they do.  We will also be able to join some of the  
residents for a Cuppa and Cake. 
 
Cost: £6.50, which will go towards their vital services supporting people 
with learning disabilities to lead independent and fulfilling lives. 
 
Own transport but do ask the Office if another LCA member will be able to 
offer a place in their car. 
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We have secured 20 places for a tour of the Houses of Parliament; the tour 
will take approximately 75 minutes. 
 
Our guide will: 

•explain the work of UK Parliament and its relevance today, 
•outline how the working spaces we visit on the tour are used, 
•set out ways we can get involved and engage with the democratic 
process, 
•highlight some of the dramatic history of the Palace of Westminster. 

 
 

Cost: £4.50 per person – Members Only 
 

 
There will be independent travel – more details and map with  

confirmation of booking 
 

Places limited e-mail LCA1@leatherheadca.org.uk or call in the Office  
for a booking form 

TOUR OF THE HOUSES OF PARLIAMENT 

Monday 7 February at 12pm 

June Robinson 
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11 February: Ashtead Pottery - Dr Anne Anderson 
 
The main driving forces behind the creation of the company were Sir  
Lawrence and Lady Weaver, a highly influential couple of the time. The fac-
tory was in Ashtead village from 1923 to 1935; it was set up with the aim of 
providing employment for disabled ex-servicemen and, at its busiest, it gave 
work to up to forty men. Anne will tell us about the Pottery and how it came 
to be so collectible. 
 
There is a permanent display of about 40 pieces of Ashtead Pottery in  
Leatherhead Museum, based at Hampton Cottage, a 17th century dwelling 
at the top of Church Street.  You might like to visit the Museum when it re-
opens in the Spring, to see the collection for yourself.  Entry to the Museum 
is free and it is run entirely by volunteers on behalf of the Local History Soci-
ety.  For more details and opening arrangements, please see their website 
www.leatherheadhistory.org/museum 

A look at gypsies, travellers and itinerant 
workers in the Surrey area in days gone 
by. The places they made their camps, 
the work they did harvesting on farms 
and market gardens, hop picking and 
their ways and traditions. Lots of vintage 
pictures from David Rose’s collection and  
personal family details from Geoff Burch 
whose mother was born into a  
Gypsy family. 

FRIDAY TALKS 
June Robinson 
 
Friday Talks take place at 2.30pm to 3.30pm in the Abraham Dixon Hall on 
the first floor of the Institute (lift accessible) followed by tea and  
biscuits. Members and non-members are very welcome, so do bring along 
your friends.    

 
7 January: Romany Life - Geoff Burch and David Rose 
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18 March: Everyone has a Book in Them  
David James Dixon 
Everyone has a book in them – but Christopher 
Hitchens’ witticism continued “and, often, that’s 
where it should stay”. 
Come along and listen to someone who ignored that 
put-down and went on to write two successful  
novels. Hear about it from the writer’s voice and get 
tips on getting your own masterpiece published. 
 
A copy of David’s books are in the Kirby Library for 
loan. 

********************** 
Booking forms available on the website and at the Institute. 

 
MEMBERS’ EXCLUSIVE all four talks booked in advance - £10 

Individual talks booked in advance - £3 each 
Individual talks booked at the door by cash or card payment - £5 each 

 
Cost includes Tea and Biscuits following the Talk 

The twentieth century brought emancipation for 
women, horticultural colleges and, for some, 
artistic fulfilment in the garden. Hear about  
creative women and their gardens, including  
Gertrude Jekyll, Margery Fish, Vita Sackville-
West and Beth Chatto amongst others. 

29 April: Women Gardeners in the 20th Century -  
Cherrill Sands 
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ART HISTORY LECTURES WITH A DIFFERENCE  
Liz Meikle 
 
Held in the Abraham Dixon Hall on Fridays 2pm – 4pm with a break for re-
freshments about 2.55pm. All lectures will commence at 2.05 pm. 
 

February 4 – Daphne Jefferis 
Van Gogh and his Letters 
 
The letters written by Vincent Van Gogh throughout his short and tragic life 
reveal much about the man, his art and his character. Richly illustrated this 
talk will combine the letters and the paintings to reveal the nature of the 
artist and the importance of his work. 
 

February 18– Jessica Saraga 
Hogarth and Europe 
 
William Hogarth is known for the wit and humanity of his paintings and 
prints as well as his satire. Timed to coincide with Tate Britain’s ‘Hogarth in 
Europe’ exhibition, this lecture will look at how Hogarth and his  
contemporaries in continental Europe responded to dramatic change in 
their society. Their subject matter included the poverty and social ills of the 
18th century world, as well reflecting the increasing individualism and enter-
prise that also contained the seeds of empire, war and revolution. 
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February 25– Paul Pickering 
Splendour and Royalty in the House of Lords 
 

A working building for the Lords and Commons, the Houses of Parliament is 
a magnificent showcase of British history displayed in fresco, sculpture and 
other media. In this lecture we shall concentrate mainly on the artwork in 
the House of Lords, setting it in its Victorian context. There will also be some 
excursions into the life and other works of the artists, William Dyce for  
example, who contributed to the ambitious, impressive, unfinished decora-
tive scheme of the Palace of Westminster. 
 

March 4 – Tammy Ellis 
You are what you Wear – the Role of Clothing in Art 
 

Artists have often used clothing in their works to make specific statements. 
Works of art have also, at times, recorded the changing trends in fashion. 
This lecture will illustrate this fashion journey with works from artists as  
diverse as Durer, Liotard, and Tissot. 
 
 
 

Each lecture is £7.50. Tickets can be purchased on the day 
(card payment preferred) 

Booking forms are available from the Leatherhead Institute or  
from the LCA website 
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At the time of going to press, we are delighted to announce that the  
following activities are planned for the new year, here at the Institute. Do 
contact our hirers if you’d like to join one of these groups. 
 
Surrey Figurative Artists are a small, friendly group of artists meeting fort-
nightly on Thursdays for a full day of Life drawing and 
painting from the professional model. 
 
Any artist interested in joining is invited to come as a 
guest to one or two meetings with a view to applying 
for full membership. Please note that this is not a 
class; there is no tutor so some experience is essential. 
The cost to a guest for a day - 10am to 4.30pm (or part 
of a day) of Life drawing is £20. Contact Sue Smith at 
sue.smith191@btinternet.com or 079000 56670 
 
 

OPPORTUNITIES FROM OUR HIRERS 

Sing and Sign classes for babies and toddlers up 
to 30 months old encourage amazing early  
communication between parents, grandparents 
or carers and their babies. These joyful and  
engaging classes are now enrolling for the new 
term. Contact Anna Richardson on 07812 734448 
or via the website  
https://www.singandsign.co.uk 

Thursday evenings see the return of a group of like-
minded ladies who enjoy making bobbin lace. 
Meeting twice a month, they are happy to welcome 
newcomers who have a knowledge of lace making, 
tatting or crochet. They are a sociable, self-help 
group (no tutor) and there is always someone willing 
to lend a hand and share their knowledge. Contact 
Marion Charman on 020 86607459 or by email:  
charman678@btinternet.com. 



26 

The WEA are returning to the Institute with 
their Law Course “You be the Judge: A Study of 
Ten Famous trials from British History” taking 
place on Tuesday mornings from 11 January.  
 
Every famous trial is a snapshot of history in the 
making. A cast of characters strut on the stage that is the court room, 
acting out their roles against the backdrop of forces that are beyond their 
control - the letter of the law, the power of the state, the force of  
prejudice, the facts of the case. The focus of this course is why the trial is 
famous, how it changed things and what lessons it teaches us. For added 
excitement, the names of the trials studied are not disclosed in advance. 
Booking is online at wea.org.uk    
 

 
Paul Pickering presents a variety of Art History talks at the 
Institute on Wednesday mornings in the Larkin Room. For 
details of forthcoming subjects, please contact Paul on 
paul.pickering1@virgin.net or telephone 07766 538822. 
 
 

 
The Leatherhead Orchestra rehearse in the Abraham Dixon Hall from 8pm
–10pm every Wednesday evening during term time. Catering mostly for 
adult players, they welcome younger ones, including those with little or 
no orchestral experience. The music they play is from the standard  
classical repertoire and they also invite singers or soloists to perform with 
them in their concerts. More string and brass players are needed this 
year, but any players are welcome. Former players, those learning second 
instruments, or recent learners are all encouraged to come and give the 
Orchestra a try.  Contact Sue Newman on  
membership@leatherheadorchestra.co.uk  
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NEW ON DEMAND BUS SERVICE 
 
Residents of West Leatherhead, including Woodlands Road, Randalls Road, 
the Farthings Estate and Dorincourt are now able to use Surrey County 
Council’s new bus service, Demand Responsive Transport (DRT) to connect 
them with other areas of Leatherhead. Journeys can be booked up to 30 
minutes in advance and are free to those with a bus pass. 
 
For more information on how the scheme works, visit surreycc.gov.uk or call 
0300 123 7749  

LOCAL NEWS UPDATES 

NEW SWAN CENTRE CAR PARK PAYMENT MACHINES 
 
MVDC have installed new card-accepting payment machines on each level 
of the Swan Centre car park as part of Transform Leatherhead. The new  
machines will allow drivers to purchase parking tickets using contactless 
card payments (in addition to the existing cash method and RingGo). 

ALLSAINTS CAFE 
 
On Saturday 11 December Allsaints Café in North Leatherhead will be  
closing. In the seven years since it opened, it has provided a launch pad into 
working life for 25 local young people 
 
Coming out of the pandemic it has been recognised that young adults have 
a unique set of needs that are different to previous generations.  In order to 
best support them, the Leatherhead Youth Project (LYP) is finding new sus-
tainable and innovative ways that will enable them to support the next up-
coming cohort . 
 
LYP after school BFree sessions and all its other projects will continue, 
providing valuable support for the most vulnerable young people in our 
community.  
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Kate Humble 

Friday 27 September 

Tea and Talks 

LCA Events (l -r top to bottom). Visit to Wells Cathedral Somerset, Macmillan Coffee Morning, 

Please, Please Me music night, June and Fran at the AGM and photo taken during an LCA walk. 


