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WELCOME TO THE LEATHERHEAD COMMUNITY ASSOCIATION 
The Institute, 67 High Street, Leatherhead, KT22 8AH 

 
Telephone: 01372 360508  Website: www.leatherheadca.org.uk

The Office is open weekday mornings from 9.30am to 12.30pm. 
 
LCA Coordinator, Amy Rieley: LCA1@leatherheadca.org.uk 
LCA Administrator, Luisa Ager: LCA2@leatherheadca.org.uk 
LCA Chairman, Fran Fleming: LCAChair@leatherheadca.org.uk 

The Leatherhead Institute was given to the people of Leatherhead by  
Abraham Dixon in 1892 as a place for social, recreational and educational 
activity. Today the Leatherhead Community Association (LCA) carries on this 
legacy. Our volunteers create the broad programme of activities you find in 
this newsletter. 
 
We also hire rooms to local groups and organisations, for one off events or 
as regular hirers.  
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Fran and the Trustees together with Amy and Luisa send 

best wishes to all the members for 2024. 

October– Coach trip to Hughenden 

February– Charterhouse 
Almhouses 

September– Heritage Open Days 

March– Art History Lectures April- Walk on Ranmore  
common 

Year in Review- 2023 

August– Grand Union Canal walk June– Tuesday Games May– Hannah Peschar 
Gardens 

December– Ready for  
Christmas! 
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VOLUNTEERS REQUIRED 
 
We would like to get some more volunteers for some specific roles  
including:  
 

Book keeping– do you have past experience?  We would be delighted to 
hear from you.  
 

Marketing– we have so many great events taking place. Can you help 
spread the word about LCA events in the local community? Is there a notice 
board in a communal area where you live that you can put a poster up? If 
you think you can help, or know somebody who could, please get in touch 
with Amy in the office.  

LCA ADMINISTRATOR 
CǊŀƴ CƭŜƳƛƴƎ 
 
We warmly welcome Luisa to the LCA team as our 
administrator 

MEMBERSHIP 
 
LCA Membership costs £8 per person per year and is renewable annually on 
1 April. New subscriptions paid after 1 January in one year run to 31 March 
the following year.  Membership includes activities, events, priority booking 
for visits, use of the free Kirby Lending Library, WiFi throughout the building 
(password from the office) and three Newsletters during the year. 
 
The library is stocked with a wide array of books, DVDs and jigsaws–  
particularly useful in the Winter months when outdoor activities are less  
appealing! 
 
For current members, a renewal form will be sent to you early March for 
completion and return. It would be very much appreciated if you would  
respond promptly. 
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REMEMBERING JUNE ROBINSON 
/ƘŀƛǊƳŀƴ нлмл - нлнм 
 
 

What comes to mind when we remember June? Her phenomenal  
organisational skills, endless stream of ideas, elegant dress, friendliness and 
cheery manner, her love of the theatre, the arts, travelling - and cake! 
 
June became Chairman in July 2010.  She wanted the Leatherhead  
Community Association to offer a warm welcome and set to work to  
improve the ambience of the Kirby Library and move the office from a small 
room at the back of the building to its present position, a bright  
office where Amy and Luisa welcome members, visitors and hirers. 
 
Her term in office included the redecoration of the rooms for hire. New 
whiteboards and pull-down projector screens were fitted. Each room was  
renamed to reflect a person of note in the area. Wi-Fi was installed  
throughout the building and the audio-visual system in the Abraham Dixon 
Hall updated.  The upstairs kitchen was modernised and in conjunction with 
the Leatherhead Institute Trustees the Ladies had an update fit for the 21st 
century. 
 
June was the driving force behind the art installation on the façade which 
was created by the young people of Leatherhead and the Fire and Iron  
Gallery in 2012 to celebrate the Diamond Jubilee of Queen Elizabeth II, the 
Olympic Road Cycle Race through Leatherhead and 120 years of the  
Leatherhead Institute. 
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June was involved in areas too numerous to list. She was founder Chairman 
of the Arts Society Leatherhead (formerly NADFAS), where she went on to 
be National Chairman, member of Mole Valley Heritage Committee, Surrey 
Hills Society, Friends of Leatherhead Parish Church and a former Governor 
at Therfield School to name just a few. In 2016 June was presented with the 
British Empire Medal for services to the community in Surrey in the QueenΩs 
90th Birthday Honours List. 
 
A driving force in Mole Valley, and particularly Leatherhead, June will be 
greatly missed. 
 
A donation has been made on behalf of LCA members to the Princess Alice 
Hospice in memory of June. 
 
CǊŀƴ CƭŜƳƛƴƎ 

MACMILLAN COFFEE MORNING 
!Ƴȅ wƛŜƭŜȅ 
 
Thank you to everyone who came and donated to the Macmillan Coffee 
Morning on Friday 29 September. The sun shone, conversation flowed and 
plenty of tea, coffee and cakes were consumed. 
 
A fantastic £287 was raised to help support  people living with cancer to live 
life as fully as they can.  
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UNKNOWN BERMONDSEY– A LONDON WALK 
wǳǘƘ .ŀǘŜǎ 
 

On Thursday 26 October, 36 LCA members met at Bermondsey  
Underground Station to meet our Blue Badge Guides, Ann and Aaron and  
explore this part of ΨUnknown LondonΩΦ  
 
Within minutes of leaving the bustling Jamaica Road, we were in the Wilson 
Grove conservation area, a leafy and peaceful residential development of 
low-rise cottages, incredibly just a stoneΩs throw from the Thames! Built as a 
garden city by the council in the 1920s (a radical housing policy in response 
to clearing some four acres of condemned slums), most are now in private 
ownership having been bought under subsequent ΨRight to BuyΩ legislation. 
They are now extremely desirable residences - if you can get your hands on 
one. 
 
From there we walked through Cherry Gardens to Bermondsey Wall East 
with its wonderful views across the Thames to Wapping, downriver to  
Canary Wharf and upriver to Tower Bridge and the new skyscrapers of the 
City of London.  Garden Barge Square, home to around 100 barge-dwellers, 
with its floating gardens, shrubs and trees all gently bobbing on the Thames, 
was a curious sight! 
 
We progressed on to Shad Thames, full of features dating back to Victorian 
times, with its Grade II listed warehouses, cobbled street and overhead iron 
bridges. This was once the heart of the trade of the city, where dockers  
unloaded sacks of grain and women worked in the food factories. Work was 
hard, intermittent and poorly paid. Now the area has been transformed 
housing upmarket shops and expensive apartments. Likewise, the  
magnificent warehouses of ButlerΩs Wharf, which previously stored exotic 
commodities such as tea and coffee, are now home to modern restaurants 
and bars. 
 
Turning away from the river, our route took us through the Alfred Salter 
memorial playground and we learned about Alfred and Ada SalterΩs  
Bermondsey of the late 1800s. Alfred established his medical practice here 
and, together with Ada, one of LondonΩs first female councillors, they 
worked to alleviate the effects of poverty and ill-health in the borough.  
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Alfred set up adult health education classes and chose to offer his services 
free to those who could not pay, thus pioneering the forerunner to the NHS. 
Ada ran classes for poor girls living in the area. The group size was capped at 
14 and she taught them everything from sewing to chess. The saddest part 
of their story was that their only child, Joyce, died just before her 8th  
birthday when a scarlet fever epidemic swept through the slums.  
 
From there, our walk took us along Tanner Street and through  
Leathermarket Gardens; names which reflect a time when Bermondsey was 
the leather-making centre of the country and we heard all about the  
unsavoury process of tanning leather in the late 1700s!  
 
The final leg of our walk took us past the foot of the Shard, before  
concluding in the square at GuyΩs and St ThomasΩ Hospital. Another  
interesting story revealed the history of Thomas Guy – a bookseller who 
founded GuyΩs hospital in 1721.  It was here that Ann left us to explore the 
foodie delights of Borough Market saying, 
 
 άPeople are always surprised by this walk – often they have no idea of just 
how fascinating this part of London isέΦ All I can say is how right she was! 

Ada Salter statue on Bermondsey 
Wall East 

View over the River Thames to 
the City of London 



10 

 
Would you like to brush up on your sewing skills? Have you been  
inspired by the BBCΩs Sewing Bee but donΩt know where to start?  
 
Come to this 6-week course where you will learn to make a simple bias 
cut slip dress which can be worn as a night dress or under clothes. With 
no fixed pattern to follow, the slip will be based on your own  
measurements.  

NEW ACTIVITY 

Taught by Patricia Dorrian who 
has over 60 years experience 
working with fabric- from Harvey 
Nichols and Harrods to running 
her own lingerie business.  
 
If you have any questions, or ideas 
for other sewing classes you 
would like to attend, we would 
love to have your feedback.  

Sewing 
Group 

6 week course from Monday  
22 January to 26 February. 
10am to 12pm, Norbury Room.  
£10 for the course. 

https://www.leatherheadca.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2023/12/Sewing-group-Booking-form.pdf
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26 April – History of the Crystal Palace 
Ian Bevan 

2.30 pm in the Abraham Dixon Hall  
£4 per person booked in advance via the LCA Office 

£5 per person paid on the door 
(includes tea/coffee and biscuits after the Talk) 

17 May – Protecting our Pollinators  
Peter Smith 

The cost of booking these talks has increased considerably.  We have 
therefore taken the difficult decision to increase the ticket price in 2024 to 
£4 (including tea and biscuits) when booked in advance and, at present, 
the cost will remain as £5 on the door 
CǊŀƴ 

The Crystal Palace was built to house the 
Great Exhibition held in Hyde Park in 
1851. Subsequently it was moved to 
South London where it formed the  
centre-piece of the first theme park. This 
illustrated talk traces the history of the 
building from its inception, its role in the 

Great Exhibition, the entertainments on offer in the Sydenham Crystal  
Palace and Park, and its demise in the tragic fire in 1936. 

We are living through what has been  
described as an insect apocalypse with the 
numbers of insects - including the  
pollinators on which we depend for 75% of 
everything we eat - plummeting. We look 
at the causes of this decline, what is being 
done to help and what we as individuals 
can do. 

https://www.leatherheadca.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2023/12/Cyrstal-Palace-Booking-form.pdf
https://www.leatherheadca.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2023/12/Protecting-our-Pollinators-Booking-form.pdf
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REGULAR EVENTS 

CLASSICAL GUITAR FOR BEGINNERS 
¢ŜǊǊȅ tŀǊŦŜǧ 
 
The sessions are aimed at beginners who have a  
classical guitar, but do not quite know what to do 
with it- all you need is a guitar and some  
enthusiasm!!! 
 
Informal and friendly sessions make it fun while 
learning to play - a great way to learn finger style and 
to read music!  If interested, please contact the 
office. 

BOOK CLUB 
YŀǘƘȅ .ǳŎƪƴŀƭƭ 

TUESDAY GAMES 
5ŀǾƛŘ [ŀƳō 
 
Come down to the Abraham Dixon Hall each  
Tuesday afternoon from 2pm to 4pm for some 
friendly, non competitive table tennis.  
 
£2 admission for members and £3 for non  
members. Tea and biscuits are included.  

The book club meets in the Kirby Library on the first Thursday of the month 
at 7pm.  The Book club is currently full. If you are interested, please contact 
the office and it may be possible to arrange a 
second group. Dates for the future are; 
January– No group 
1 February 
7 March 
4 April 
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RECORDED MUSIC AFTERNOONS 
5ƛŀƴŀ /ŀǊǊ 
 
The group meets in the Kirby Library on the third Wednesday of the month 
between 2pm and 4pm. There will be a break mid afternoon for  
refreshments so why not come along and enjoy a friendly and relaxing 
afternoon. £2 per session 
 

17 January– A Journey through Europe 
Music by great European composers.  
/ƘƻǎŜƴ ōȅ !ƴƴŜ .ƛǎƘƻǇ 
 

21 February– A Musical Journey (Part 2) 
Other musical influences. ! Ŧƻƭƭƻǿ ƻƴ ŦǊƻƳ  
5ŀǾƛŘ .ƛǎƘƻǇΩǎ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳƳŜ ƻƴ нл {ŜǇǘŜƳōŜǊ нлно 
 

20 March– English Music 
Celebration of English composers.  
/ƘƻǎŜƴ ōȅ wƻōŜǊǘ .ƭƻǿǎ 
 

17 April– Going Solo 
Showcasing individual instruments of the orchestra.  
/ƘƻǎŜƴ ōȅ tŀƳ .ŀǊǘƻƴ  

SATURDAY COFFEE MORNING 
IƛƭŀǊȅ tƻǊǘŜǊ 
 
The Kirby Library is open to everyone for free tea and coffee on the first  
Saturday morning of each month from 10am to 11.30am. The lending  
Library will be available for members and application forms on hand for any 
newcomers who would like to join the LCA. 
 
A selection of free health books will be  
available at each coffee morning 
 
6 January 
3 February 
2 March 
6 April 
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Held in the Abraham Dixon Hall 
1.30pm entry, film starts 2pm  

Cake and refreshments available before the film showing 
FREE TO ATTEND 

Pre-registrations preferred. 

21 January   
SinginΩ in the Rain  
 

A lighthearted  
depiction of Hollywood  
in the late 1920s, with 
the three stars  
portraying performers 
caught up in the  
transition from silent 
films to "talkies".  Stars 
Gene Kelly, Debbie 
Reynolds and Donald 
OΩConner 

17 February  
Wall-e  
 

An animated film  
following a solitary  
robot named WALL- E; 
left to clean up a  
future, uninhabitable, 
Earth . He is visited by a 
robot called EVE, sent 
from the starship, with 
whom he falls in love 
and pursues across the 
galaxy.  

18 February   
Mrs. Harris Goes  
to Paris  
 

A humorous and  
heartwarming tale 
about a housecleaner 
who hopes owning a 
Dior gown will turn her 
life around. But first she  
must convince the Paris  
elite to sell her one.  
Stars Lesley Manville 
and Jason Isaacs. 

This project is funded by Mole Valley  
District Council, using money provided by 
the UK Government through the UK Shared 
Prosperity Fund. 

https://www.leatherheadca.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2023/12/Film-booking-form-Spring2024.pdf
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WALKS  
tŜǘŜǊ IǳƳǇƘǊŜȅǎ 
 
 
The walks take place on Wednesday morning at 10am from the specified 
meeting place. They are designed to be gentle and jolly; at modest pace, 
with few stiles, and easy gradients.  
 
The first walk of the month is a άshortέ walk; 3-4 miles, lasting about 2 
hours. The second walk of the month is usually a άlongerέ walk; 4-6 miles 
incorporating a lunch or picnic break, but we usually adjourn for a snack 
after the short walks too.  
 
Courtesy calls, to tell the leader beforehand that you are coming, are very 
helpful. Lifts are often available. Telephone the walk leader if you want a 
lift, or if you have any queries. 
 
Non-members of the LCA are welcome to all these events. Your first walk is 
free–of-charge. There will be a £3 charge for each subsequent walk.  

 
No walks in January 
 
 

7 February – Short Walk 

Dorking – Brockham  
 
Easy field and woodland walk, generally following the River Mole. Initially 
we use the old coach road to Brockham, passing Dorking Golf Club and 
Deepdene; later the riverside path towards Betchworth. Snacks enroute at 
a café on the green at Brockham; lunch is available at Hillier Garden Centre. 
 
Meet at the Hillier Garden Centre car park (RH4 1NP) on the A25, just  past 
the Watermill restaurant. Please park in the left hand (overspill) car park. 
 
[ŜŀŘŜǊ   Peter Humphreys 01372 378347 
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14 February– Long walk 
Gomshall Circular 
 
A longish walk from the Gomshall Mill pub. The route crosses the A25 and 
goes into Piney Copse, then tracks across Broom Downs, finally crossing 
back across the A25 into Paddington Farm area.  No stiles. 
 
Meet at  Gomshall Mill Pub (GU5 9LB) which is on the A25 towards  
Guildford.  Lunch or refreshments will be in the pub after. 
 
[ŜŀŘŜǊ   Irene Gawne 07906 363729    

6 March– Short walk 
Great Ridings Wood, Effingham,  & Horsley Towers Hotel 
 
Walk through the ancient wood of Great Ridings Wood managed by the 
Woodlands Trust and via private roads into the grounds of Horsley Towers, 
a Victorian fairytale castle of a manor house (Grade II listed) now a  
hotel.  Can be muddy in places, and modest gradients.   
 
Meet in Orestan Lane (KT24 5SN) by the post box (Calvert Road end). 
Weather permitting, a short coffee stop at an Italian café in East Horsley.   
 
[ŜŀŘŜǊ   Peter Humphreys 01372 378347  

13 March– Long walk 
Reigate Heath Eight  
 
Lovely figure of eight walk through the woods and heathland; then into  
Priory Park after lunch.  
 
Meet at the first heath car park on Flanchford Road as you approach from 

A25.  Lunch at the Skimmington Castle Inn, Reigate Heath.  

 
[ŜŀŘŜǊ   Peter Humphreys 01372 378347 
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3 April– Short Walk 
Abinger Roughs  
 
Easy 4 mile circular woodland and field walk. Lovely spring flowers in  
prospect. 
 
Take the A25 west of Dorking. About 1 mile after the Wootton Hatch Inn 
you come to a crossroads at Crossways Farm. Turn right into White Down 
Lane. Park in the NT car park on the left about 0.5 mile up this road.  
Refreshments available at the Abinger Hammer tea shop 
 
[ŜŀŘŜǊ   Shirley Preuveneers 01372 372541 

10 April– Long Walk 

Ashtead  & Epsom Commons 
 
A walk on the Commons starting from The 
Star carpark, Kingston Road (KT22 0DP). A 
flat & easy walk with no stiles.  Afterwards 
refreshments at The Star. 
  
[ŜŀŘŜǊ   Irene Gawne 07906 363729    

24 April*- Shorter bluebell walk.      

Headley Warren Circular  
 
Lovely, easy walking through the woods beside Tyrrells Wood golf course 
onto Mickleham Gallops to see the bluebells. No stiles.  
 
Meet at the small car park opposite Nower Wood centre along Headley 
Road, approx. 0.5m from Beaverbrook Hotel. Please share vehicles as spaces 
are scarce.  
 
ϝ¢ƘŜ ŘŀǘŜ ƻŦ ǘƘƛǎ ǿŀƭƪ Ƴŀȅ ŎƘŀƴƎŜ ƛŦ ǘƘŜ ƅƻǿŜǊǎ ŀǊŜ ƴƻǘ ƛƴ ōƭƻƻƳΦ 
 
[ŜŀŘŜǊ   Peter Humphreys 01372 378347 
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ART LECTURES WITH A DIFFERENCE 
5ƻǊƻǘƘȅ {ǘŀǇƭŜǘƻƴ ŀƴŘ ±ƛǾƛŜƴ tŜǇƛƴƻ 

2 February – ¢ƘŜ !Ǌǘ ƻŦ tŀǳƭ ŀƴŘ WƻƘƴ bŀǎƘ   
Jessica Saraga  
 
Paul NashΩs lyrical landscapes, and equally his brother JohnΩs, have come to 
be seen as quintessentially English. The brothers' feeling for the history of 
the English countryside highlights the perennial interaction between  
humanity and nature, where wilderness is cultivated into garden, the land is 
tilled and managed, or the megaliths of the past still dominate the  
countryside. When both brothers were commissioned as war artists in the 
First World War, their sense of place was equally evident in their images of 
the devastation of the farmland of Northern France and the impact of war. 
This lecture will look at the career of both brothers in the uncertain world of 
the 20th century. 

Held in the Abraham Dixon Hall on Fridays 2pm-4pm with a break for  
refreshments about 2.55pm. All lectures will commence at 2.00pm. 

 
Individual lectures £7.50 each.  

Block book all seven in advance via the office for £35.00 
Tickets can be purchased on the day 

(card payment preferred) 

https://www.leatherheadca.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2023/12/Art-History-Booking-forms-Spring-24.pdf
https://www.leatherheadca.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2023/12/Art-History-Booking-forms-Spring-24.pdf
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9 February – /ŀǊŀǾŀƎƎƛƻ  
Ronnie Ireland 
 
A few decades after his death Caravaggio (1571 - 1610) was forgotten and 
largely unknown till the 20th century when his star has risen again and his 
remarkable talents have been recognised. Caught up in the religious politics 
of his time, its powerful, troubling images still hold us today. Bad? Mad? 
Dangerous? He found Darkness in Light.  

Barbara Hepworth was a central figure in the St Ives artistsΩ colony alongside 
her husband the painter Ben Nicholson and the Russian sculptor Naum  
Gabo. Born in Wakefield, she met her fellow Yorkshireman, Henry Moore, at 
the Leeds School of Art. Becoming friends, they established a friendly rivalry 
that lasted for many years. Hepworth created her first pierced figure in 
1931. Such figures came to characterize her work and, later, that of Henry 
Moore. The move to St Ives was made at the beginning of the Second World 
War; Hepworth would remain there for the rest of her life, tragically dying in 
a fire at her studio.  

16 February – .ŀǊōŀǊŀ IŜǇǿƻǊǘƘ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ {ǘ LǾŜǎ /ƻƭƻƴȅ 
Anne Anderson 
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23 February– aǳƴŎƘ 
Melanie Taylor  
 
Edward MunchΩs όмусо–мфппύ philosophy was that art should be the  
άΧŎƻƳǇǳƭǎƛǾŜ ǊŜǎǳƭǘ ƻŦ aŀƴΩǎ ǳǊƎŜ ǘƻ ƻǇŜƴ Ƙƛǎ ƘŜŀǊǘΦέ Much of his work  
reflects what we now recognise as a borderline personality disorder  
reflecting his fear of abandonment, his depression and emptiness, yet half 
his surviving oeuvre is landscapes. Influenced by his time in Paris,  
particularly the works of Paul Gauguin, Toulouse Lautrec, Vincent van Gogh 
and the Fauvists, in turn he influenced the German expressionist group 
Brüke that included Ludwig Ernst Kirchner and Der Blaue Reiter led by  
Wassily Kandinsky. This talk looks at his life and works and why Munch  
continues to fascinate us. 

Klimt and Schiele tackled taboo subjects; 
Klimt celebrated the sexualised woman, while Schiele was fascinated by the 
fragility of youthful innocenceΦ With the advent of psychoanalysis, both 
artists appear to reflect the thinking of Sigmund Freud. Critics accused them 
of creating pornography, of revelling in the sordid and bringing art down 
into the gutter. In todayΩs climate of Ψpolitical correctnessΩΣ audiences might 
still be shocked by their subject matter. However, with the distance of time, 
their works allow us to tackle sensitive issues allowing us to explore aspects 
of the human condition, especially birth and death, love and loss and desire. 

1 March – ¢ƘŜ ±ƛŜƴƴŀ {ŜŎŜǎǎƛƻƴΥ 
YƭƛƳǘ ŀƴŘ {ŎƘƛŜƭŜ  
Anne Anderson 
 
As its titular leader, Gustav Klimt was the 
foremost artist of the Secession. His world 
renown rests on his golden images of !ŘŜƭŜ 
.ƭƻŎƘ .ŀǳŜǊ and ¢ƘŜ Yƛǎǎ. Egon Schiele was 
the SecessionΩs wild child, whose subjects 
still have the power to shock.  
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8 March – /ŀƛƭƭŜōƻǧŜ 
Tammy Ellis  
 
Gustave Caillebotte (1848-1894) was not only an artist but also a patron. His 
financial circumstances were such that he was able to fund and morally  
support many of the artists associated with Impressionism. At the same 
time, he experimented with his own unique style and his paintings give 
fresh and varied viewpoints on Ψeveryday lifeΩΦ  

15 March – [ƻǿǊȅ  
Melanie Taylor 
 
Lancashire born Lowry (1887 – мфтсύ stated άȅƻǳ ŘƻƴΩǘ ƴŜŜŘ ōǊŀƛƴǎ ǘƻ ōŜ ŀ 
ǇŀƛƴǘŜǊΣ Ƨǳǎǘ ŦŜŜƭƛƴƎǎέΦ Despite being trained by French impressionist Pierre 
Adolphe Vallette, Lowry worked full-time as a rent collector, only painting 
after his widowed mother went to bed. LowryΩs day job immersed him in 
the towns of the industrial Northwest and many of his paintings are a record 
of an urban landscape that has now mostly disappeared. He also stated he 
wanted his canvasses to reflect his desire to ΨǇŀƛƴǘ ƳȅǎŜƭŦ ƛƴǘƻ ǿƘŀǘ  
ŀōǎƻǊōŜŘ ƳŜΩΦ We will consider his life and works and see if they reflect 
these statements. 

© The Art Institute of Chicago 
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CONCERTS 
5ŀǾƛŘ Iŀƴǎƻƴ 
 
 
For the first part of 2024 seats are reserved for three concerts, all at The 
Royal Festival Hall, and with independent travel on each occasion. 
 
Bookings for all three concerts will be open when the newsletter is  
published. 
 

Saturday 27 January at 7.30 pm 
[ƻƴŘƻƴ tƘƛƭƘŀǊƳƻƴƛŎ hǊŎƘŜǎǘǊŀ 
 
Anja Bihlmaier   Conductor 
Martin James Bartlett  Piano 
 
WagnerΩs stormiest overture, ¢ƘŜ CƭȅƛƴƎ 5ǳǘŎƘƳŀƴΣ MozartΩs tƛŀƴƻ  
/ƻƴŎŜǊǘƻ bƻ нлΣ which Beethoven felt he would never equal, and  
BeethovenΩs {ȅƳǇƘƻƴȅ bƻ тΣ his most explosive. 
 
Ticket Price £18 
 
 

Wednesday 21 February at 7.30 pm  
[ƻƴŘƻƴ tƘƛƭƘŀǊƳƻƴƛŎ hǊŎƘŜǎǘǊŀ 
 
Karina Canellakis Conductor 
Pablo Fernandez Cello 
 
MussorgskyΩs 5ŀǿƴ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ aƻǎŎƻǿ wƛǾŜǊΣ an opera prelude of utter calm 
and beauty; BrahmΩs fearless CƻǳǊǘƘ {ȅƳǇƘƻƴȅΣ which begins softly but 
then strides into a raging storm;  ShostakovichΩs CƛǊǎǘ /Ŝƭƭƻ /ƻƴŎŜǊǘƻ, which 
is one of the 20th centuryΩs ultimate music thrillers, edge-of-the-seat  
listening.   
 
Ticket Price £18 

https://www.leatherheadca.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2023/12/Booking-form-Genius.pdf
https://www.leatherheadca.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2023/12/Booking-form-Brahms.pdf
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Wednesday 27 March at 7.30 pm  
wƻȅŀƭ tƘƛƭƘŀǊƳƻƴƛŎ hǊŎƘŜǎǘǊŀ 
 
Vasily Petrenko  Conductor 
Yunchan Lim Piano 
 
Ethel Smyth  ¢ƘŜ ²ǊŜŎƪŜǊǎΥ hǾŜǊǘǳǊŜ 
Rachmaninov  tƛŀƴƻ /ƻƴŎŜǊǘƻ bƻ о 
Elgar   {ȅƳǇƘƻƴȅ bƻ н 
 
A swashbuckling, storm-swept overture by a Suffragette composer,  
RachmaninovΩs mightiest piano concerto and ElgarΩs passionate,  
no-holds-barred autobiography. 
 
Ticket Price £16 

© Andreas Praefcke 

https://www.leatherheadca.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2023/12/Booking-form-Elgar-Rachmaninov.pdf
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VISITS WITH INDEPENDENT TRAVEL 
LǊŜƴŜ DŀǿƴŜ 

LCA trips are exclusive to members. If there are any spaces available close 
to the booking end date, we welcome guests.  

VISIT TO IMPERIAL WAR MUSEUM 
Spies, Lies and Deception 
Monday 29 January, 11am  
 
A self guided trip to see the exhibition at Imperial War Museum London 
about deception and espionage from the First World War to the present 
day. 
 
Explore how audacious plots of deception have changed the course of  
conflict and the lives of those involved. The exhibition showcases over 150 
objects, newly digitised film and photography, as well as specially  
commissioned interviews. 
 
The exhibition will cover the role of deception, the means by which it was 
uncovered and the costs of being both deceiver and the deceived. 
A fascinating look at the tricks and dangers of espionage 
 
 
£5 per person (going to the Imperial War Museum) 
Booking now open 
Booking closes Thursday 25 January 

https://www.leatherheadca.org.uk/events/imperial-war-museum-spies-lies-and-deception/
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FREEMASONS HALL, London 
Wednesday 28 February at 12pm 
 
An Art Deco masterpiece in the heart of LondonΩs West End, Freemasons 
Hall welcomes more than 200,000 people from all over the world through 
its doors every year. 

Originally built as a peace memorial to honour the thousands of Freemasons 
who fought and died during the First World War, Freemasons Hall is 
the headquarters of the United Grand Lodge of England and comprises 22 
Lodge rooms, board and committee rooms and administrative offices. It has 
been a Masonic meeting place since 1775. 
 
The preserved classic Art Deco style of the building, together with its 
regular use as a film and television location, have made it a tourist  
destination. 
 
On your tour you will discover the fascinating history of Freemasonry, 
from the early days of the first Grand Lodge in 1717 to the thriving  
centuries that followed as Freemasonry spread across the world. 
 
£21 per person 
Booking now open 
Booking closes Friday 2 February 
25 spaces 

© United Grand Lodge of England 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Art_Deco
https://www.leatherheadca.org.uk/events/freemasons-hall-guided-tour/


26 

SEVEN DEADLY SINS– THE CAPITAL VICES 
A LONDON WALK 
Tuesday 19 March 11.30am 
 
Join this sinful walk through Covent Garden and beyond.  Ours will be not a 
journey of virtue but of vice. 
 
On this walk we will encounter all seven sins – lust, avarice, sloth, gluttony, 
anger, pride and envy - and the people who committed them, people driven 
by insatiable passions. 
 
It is noticeable that after the performance of each of the other six sins, 
άlustέ was the default; άlustέ served to power, and whip to frenzy the men 
and women of Westminster like no other sin. 
 
You will hear stories of royalty, artists, writers, heroes and even of the  
original άItέ girl. 
 
£21 per person 
Booking opens Monday 29 January 
Booking closes  Friday 8 March 
40 places 
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LCA COACH TRIP 
WŀƴŜǘ {ǘƻƪƻŜ 

Coach trips will return in the Spring 

THE FIRE AND IRON GALLERY, 
LEATHERHEAD 
Wednesday 17 April, 10am 
 
Guided tour and talk about the Fire and Iron 
Gallery by Lucy Quinnell.  
 
Lucy Quinnell owns and manages Fire and Iron 
Gallery. Her family have been involved in  
English ironworking since the 1500s. Her  
grandfather founded the forge on the site in the  

1930s. Her father Richard Quinnell was awarded an MBE for his work in  
reviving an otherwise dying craft. Under his leadership, the forge produced 
such items as the gates to the Globe Theatre, the coat of arms for the 
British Embassy in Rome, the Ivegate Arch in Bradford and the iron art  
installation on the Institute.  
 
Lucy has developed the Fire and Iron Gallery into a lively exhibition space 
where leading artists and creators display and sell their work and where 
tens of thousands of visitors come each year to enjoy and purchase great 
metal work. 
 
She herself still creates and designs. In 2008 Lucy won first prize for her Fire 
and Iron Garden at the RHS Hampton Court Palace Flower Show. She went 
on to design and produce ironwork for five more gardens. 
 
£15 per person 
Booking opens Monday 19 February 
Booking closes Friday 5 April 
20 places 
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At the time of going to press, we are delighted to announce that the  
following activities are planned for the Spring, here at the Institute. Do  
contact our hirers if youΩd like to join one of these groups. 

OPPORTUNITIES FROM OUR HIRERS 

Mary Frances Trust supports adults in Surrey 
to improve and maintain their mental  
wellbeing through one-to-one support,  
courses, groups and activities. Each Monday 
they hold a drop in coffee morning.  
To register and see all the activities they have 
on offer visit www.maryfrancestrust.org.uk 

Trumps Bridge Club is a small friendly club suitable 
for newcomers to duplicate bridge but also catering 
for more experienced players. They meet in the  
Abraham Dixon Hall on Thursday evenings. For more 
information contact Alan Jarrett on 01372 379248 or 
at jarrett238@btinternet.com.  

Leatherhead Art Club welcome anyone who has a  
passion for art. The club contains a mix of beginners 
and professionals. Meeting on a Tuesday for a varied  
programme of lectures, demonstrations, workshops 
and critique evenings. For more information contact  
leatherheadartclub@outlook.com 

What ever your age, Pilates can help to ease day-to-
day aches and pains and give you greater ease and  
flexibility in your movement. Julia Leivers has classes on 
a Monday evening and Wednesday morning tailored to 
different levels of experience. For more information 
contact Julia on 07759 005551 or www.Pilates4all.net 
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Leatherhead and District Local History Society host 
a lecture on the third Friday of the month. On 19 
January at 2.30 pm David Bird, Past Surrey County 
Archaeologist, will speak on "The Roman period in 
and around Mole Valley". On 16 February at 7.30pm 
Michelle Howes will speak on "Thomas Coram and 
the Foundling Hospital". For more information, see 
www.leatherheadhistory.org  

Sing and Sign classes for babies and toddlers 
encourage amazing early communication  
between parents, grandparents or carers and 
their babies. These joyful and engaging classes 
are now enrolling for the new term. Contact 
Melissa Holt on 07817 689486 or via the  
website https://www.singandsign.co.uk 

Lisa Allen Dance and Arts offer Acro, Ballet, Tap, 
Modern, Jazz, Street Dance, singing and musical 
theatre skills. The Autumn term culminates in a 
Christmas extravaganza showcasing local young 
talent. Contact Lisa on 07403 362714 or see her 
website www.ladancearts.co.uk for class details. 

Flexercise is keep fit for the active retired. Part 
dance and part exercise, it is a complete approach 
to fitness and mobility for all ages and abilities.  
Taught by Julia Hopkins on Tuesday mornings.  
Please contact Julia for prices and availability 

juliafit@hotmail.com  or 07845 524128  

Dorking Quakers meet here every second Sunday 

of the month at 6.30pm. You are welcome to join 

them for an hour of silent worship followed by  

refreshments. If you would like to know more, 

please call 01372 229125. 

http://www.ladancearts.co.uk/
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DIARY DATES 
JAN  EVENT PAGE 

6 Coffee morning 13 

17 Recorded Music 12 

21 Film– SinginΩ in the Rain 14 

22 Sewing group 10 

27 
Concert- άBeethovenΩs Seventhέ at the Royal Festival 

Hall 
22 

29 LCA Visit– Imperial War Museum 24 

29 Sewing group 10 

     

FEB  EVENT PAGE 

1 Book Club 12 

2 Art History– Paul and John Nash 18 

3 Coffee morning 13 

5 Sewing group 10 

7 Short Walk– Dorking to Brockham  15 

9 Art History– Caravaggio 19 

12 Sewing group 10 

14 Long walk- Gomshall 16 

16 Art History– Barbara Hepworth 19 

17 Film– Wall-e 14 

18 Film– Mrs Harris Goes to Paris 14 

19 Sewing group 10 

21 Recorded Music 12 

21 Concert- άCanellakis conducts Brahmsέ at the Royal 
Festival Hall 

22 

23 Art History– Munch 20 

26 Sewing group 10 

28 LCA Visit– Freemasons Hall 25 
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MAR  EVENT PAGE 

1 Art History– Klimt and Schiele 20 

2 Coffee morning 13 

6 Short Walk– Great Ridings Wood, Effingham  16 

7 Book Club 12 

8 Art History– Caillebotte 21 

13 Long Walk– Reigate Heath Eight  16 

15 Art History– Lowry 21 

19 LCA Visit– Seven Deadly Sins– London Walk 26 

20 Recorded Music 12 

27 Concert- άElgar Symphony No2έ at the Royal Festival 
Hall 

23 

   
APR  EVENT PAGE 

3 Short Walk– Abinger Roughs  17 

4 Book Club 12 

6 Coffee morning 13 

10 Long Walk– Ashtead and Epsom Commons  17 

17 LCA Visit– Fire and Iron Gallery 27 

17 Recorded Music 12 

24 Shorter Walk– Bluebell walk  17 

26 Friday Talk– History of the Crystal Palace 11 

Tuesday Games takes place weekly in the Abraham Dixon Hall (pg 13). 
 
Guitar Lessons are alternate Tuesdays dependent upon ability (pg 13). 
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